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Agenda Item No.

Report to the
Auburn City Council

City Manager’s Approval

The Issue

Shall the City Council Support Two Arts Projects in the City of Auburn?

Conclusion and Recommendation

That the Auburn Arts Commission recommends that the City Council take the following Actions:

A. By motion approve a $2,000 contribution to the State Theatre “Tear Down The Wall” fundraiser
from the $10,000 set aside for the Meditation Garden mural;

B. By motion approve an increase of $8,000 from the set aside to the city reserve funds;

C. By motion approve a $10,000 contribution for the COL C. E. “Bud” Anderson Monument from
the Airport Enterprise Fund. .

Background

During the budget process for the 2013-2014 city budget the Auburn Arts Commission recommerided that
$10,000 be set aside for a proposed mural on the wall of the Wave Broadband office once the proposed
meditation garden was completed. The meditation garden has been beset by a number of complications
including the number of years the property owner will permit the garden and the concerns of the owner of
the Wave Broadband building regarding potential water damage from storm run off. This project has been

on hold for sométime.

The Auburn Placer Performing Arts Center (APPAC) is planning a gala event for 5 October with a goal of

raising $300,000 to “Tear Down The Wall” between the two sides of the State Theatre. This would permit

the APPAC to expand the seating capacity of the auditorium from 130 to about 275 which would allow

programs that require a larger audience and great financial viability to use the theatre. The City of Auburn .
has already made a major investment in this project with the $125,000 used to restore the theatre marquee

several years ago. Approval of this $2,000 recommendation would once agam signal the city’s interest in

the re-vitalization of our downtown area. (Exhibit A)
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Another major arts project previously approved by the City Council is the COL C. E. “Bud” Anderson
Monument at the Auburn Airport. While most of the cost of this project will come from private donations,
the city has committed $5,000 in staff time and approval of the location at the airport. The renown artist
Doug Van Howd has completed, at this own expense, a life-like statue of COL Anderson which is
currently on display at the Ridge Golf Club. Fundraising has been lagging, although a committee has been
formed to focus on reaching a goal of at least $50,000 toward the monument. Since the monument will be
located on the airport property and potentially will become an attraction for visitors the Auburn Arts
Commission the $10,000 from the Airport Enterprise Fund be dedicated to this project via the Auburn
Airport Association which is providing a 501 C 3 tax deduction for those private donors who may desire

1t.
Attachments

-EXHIBIT A: Tear Down The Wall flyer
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